
Citizens FOR Angeline 

Levy Committee

1. What is being requested?
The Wyandot County Board of  Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities is requesting a 
2.95 mill, 5-year replacement levy on May 2.  This levy will replace a 2.95 mill, 5-year levy, originally 
passed in 1996, and last passed in 2001.  The issue returns to voters every 5 years.

2. What will the levy do for the Angeline School & Industries program?
It will fund basic services needed by the increasing number of  Wyandot County citizens with 
MR/DD.  In 1996, the program served about 139 people.  In 2005, nearly 170 people were served.  
Enrollment has increased by over 20% during this time.  Passage of  the levy would update collections 
based on current property tax valuations to help meet current needs.

3. How much will this levy cost?
According to figures we have received from the Wyandot County Auditor, the owner of a $100,000 
home will pay only $1.22 more per month in property taxes, or $14.60 per year.  (i.e., the difference 
between $90.34 per year currently and $104.94 per year with replacement.)  This amounts to roughly 
the cost of  a ½ gallon of  gasoline or a 20 oz. convenience store soft drink per month.

4. What services does the levy support?
A broader range of  services -- to more people -- than ever before:  
About 38 years ago, in May 1968, the Angeline School of Opportunity, located on County Hwy. 44 
between Upper Sandusky and Carey, opened its doors to serve a few children with mental retardation 
who could not be served elsewhere.  Today, we provide services to about 175 children and adults with 
disabilities (and their families) each year: 
… Services to about 45 children at the Angeline School.
… Services to approximately 80 adults at Angeline Industries, our adult sheltered workshop, and 

through community employment in local businesses and industries throughout the county.
… Services to approximately 50 individuals in residential/group home settings throughout Wyandot 

County.
… “Case Management” for all adults and most children.  Our service & support specialists work with 

other local resources outside of  Angeline School & Industries to assure that families receive any 
services and supports available to them from other programs and resources.

… Transportation services throughout Wyandot County, linking people with the services they need, 
and driving nearly 80,000 miles annually. 

5. Why a replacement levy?  Why now and not later?
A replacement levy will allow us to collect property taxes on 2006 property valuation rates, and 
recreates the rate of  collection the levy was originally intended to provide.  A new levy would be more 
burdensome to the local taxpayer.  The existing 2.95 mill Angeline levy is in the final collection year of  
a 5-year levy, therefore, it must be passed in 2006 in order to continue current programs and services.
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6. Why a property tax?
Unlike public school districts who can request income tax levies, Ohio will ONLY allow mental 
retardation/developmental disability  programs like Angeline to request a property tax levy.

7. What, specifically, will this levy be used for? 
… Maintaining the quality of  our existing programs and services, which have been recently recognized 

by the State of  Ohio with a 3-year accreditation award by the Ohio Department of  Mental 
Retardation & Developmental Disabilities.

… Providing services to infants/toddlers, pre-school and school-age students with MR/DD and their 
families.

… Serving adults who want to work in the community, and more young adults as they graduate from 
high school and begin to work at the Angeline Industries adult sheltered workshop, or in 
community jobs.

… Providing residential services to citizens with MR/DD who need a place to live, including the 
increasing number of  adults with disabilities who currently live with aging caregivers, often in their 
family home.

… Respite care and other family support services to assist families.
… To continue to monitor the health and safety of  people with disabilities in our community.

8. What steps has the Wyandot County Board of  MR/DD taken over the past few years to 
improve the organization's overall efficiency?
We pride ourselves on providing quality services responsibly and efficiently.  
For example:
… Because of  state and federal budget cuts and program changes, Angeline received $392,000 less per 

year in state-federal funds in 2005 than were received in 2002.  This amounts to a 42% reduction.  
Over the same period of  time our enrollment has increased by nearly 10%.

… Since 2002, in response to these state-federal cuts, Angeline reduced its staff  by nearly 10%         
(32 full-time equivalents to 29 full-time equivalents currently) using attrition to do so.  
(Retirements, resignations, not replacing vacancies, and re-assigning job duties to other staff.)

… According to state-wide data, Wyandot County ranks in the lowest 25% of average per enrollee 
expenditures of  all 88 county MR/DD programs.  This simply means that we are able to provide 
quality, comprehensive services to Wyandot County citizens with disabilities at a lower per person 
cost than 75% of  all other similar programs in Ohio.

… During this time we have consolidated from five bus routes down to four.  Until this calendar year 
we will not have replaced a school bus for 7 years, contrary to our existing bus replacement 
schedule of  one school bus every 3 years.

 … We continue to try to maximize State and Federal sources of  funding in order to reduce our 
reliance on local tax dollars.  Due to state and federal budget cuts, our reliance on local resources 
has grown from only 55% of  our total operating budget in 2001 to nearly 70% projected for 2006.  
Unfortunately, we believe that this trend is likely to continue as state and federal lawmakers look to 
trim their budgets and shift the financial responsibility to local governments and administration. 

 … Our Early Intervention services have enabled many youngsters to overcome delays and minimize 
developmental disabilities.  This not only has saved money which otherwise would be needed for 
more costly programs and specialized care later in these children's lives, it also allows children to go 
to school with their peers and be a part of  their community.

     

Should you have questions or require additional information, 
please don't hesitate to contact 
Todd Dilley, Superintendent

at (419) 294-4901 or dilley@angeline.com

Thank you for Voting “FOR” 
the Angeline Replacement Levy, May 2nd

Paid for by the Wyandot County Association for Retarded Citizens, 
Christine Beamer, Treasurer, 12570 County Hwy. 97, Upper Sandusky, OH 43351
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